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hand, but the goats on the left3*. Sheep by virtue of
their harmless and gentle nature, are an allegory for the
good, while the unruly and salacious character of goats
provides a suitable image of evil, His mistress, therefore,
by assigning to him the seat on the left, figuratively
reveals to him her understanding of his psychology.
When Hermas has taken his seat upon the left, rather
sadly, as he records, his soul-mistress further reveals to
him a visionary scene, which unrolls itself before his eyes:
he beholds how the youths, assisted by ten thousand other
men, build a mighty tower whose stones fit one into the
other without joints. This jointless tower (hence by its
very nature of indestructible solidity) symbolizes the
Church, so Hermas understands, The mistress is the
Church, and so "is the tower. In the attributes of the
Lorettian Litany we have already seen how the Virgin
is characterized as Turris Davidica and Turris eburnea
(tower of ivory). It would seem as though an identical
or similar association were concerned here. The tower
undoubtedly has the meaning of something steadfast
and secure suggesting the reference in the Psalms, Ivi, 4:
" For Thou hast been a shelter for me
And a strong tower from the enemy''.
A certain resemblance to the Tower of Babel can, I think,
be excluded from our interpretation, on the strength of
strong internal counter-evidence. None the less it may have
chimed in, since Hermas, in company with every other
thinking mind of that epoch, must have suffered much
from the depressing spectacle of the ceaseless schisms
and heretical strifes of the Early Church. Such an
impression may also have provided the essential motive
for the writing of this book ; an inference to which we are
all the more entitled by the fact that the revealed book is
directed against heathens and apostates. That same
confusion of tongues which frustrated the Tower of Babel